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The title “local initiative™ is a legal institution, regulated in 2010 in Chapter 2a of the Act
on Public Benefit and VVolunteer Work. The theoretical framework for the research was based
on the concept of public services co-production, which is an idea considered in the context of

modern public management.

The local initiative appears to be a specific legal instrument in the Polish legal system.
A characteristic feature of a local initiative is that the co-production of public tasks takes place
not only in terms of planning or designing public tasks, but also in their direct implementation.
Participation in the direct performance of tasks takes the form of providing social work,
materials or financial contributions. For this reason, research on local initiative does not consist
only in analyzing one of the many instruments of social participation, but also in analyzing the

issue of performing public tasks with the participation of residents.

The research problem, which is the subject of the presented dissertation, was formulated
as the following research question — Has the regulation of the institution of local initiative at
the central level ensured the existence of a legal framework supportive the co-production of

local public tasks?

The research problem concerns the effectiveness of the regulatory policy, consisting in top-
down, centralized standardization of issues related to the performance of local public tasks.
It should be emphasized that the legal framework referred to in the research question concerns
both the central regulation and the law adopted at the local level.

The conducted empirical studies of resolutions adopted in 772 local government units,
as well as dogmatic legal studies showed that the regulation of the local initiative at the central
level, as adopted in 2010, did not ensure the existence of a legal framework supportive the

co-production of local public tasks.

The main postulate formulated in this work is the elimination of the top-down, obligatory
regulation of the local initiative. The implementation of this postulate would require
a significant remodeling of the local government system. For this reason, the other postulates

concern the correction of the current regulation of the local initiative at the central level.



